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Pledge of the Military Order of the 

Stars and Bars 

"We the posterity of the Officer Corps and 

civil officials of the Confederacy do pledge 

ourselves to commemorate and honor the 

service of leadership these men rendered in 

the cause of the fundamental American 

principles of self-determination and states’ 

rights and to perpetuate the true history of 

their deeds for the edification of ourselves, 

our society, and for generations yet unborn." 

* * * * * *  

 

 

******************************* 

 
Major General John “The Prince” 

Bankhead Magruder 

Chapter Meetings 

     The Major General John B. Magruder 

Chapter 258 was chartered by the Virginia 

Society of the Military Order of the Stars 

and Bars, 9 August 2000.   

Chapter meetings scheduled for 2015: 

Location: Salem Church Library 

                2607 Salem Church Rd  

                Fredericksburg, VA 22407 

 

Dates: 6 Apr 

 1 Jun 

 3 Aug 

 5 Oct 

 Dec - TBD 

Time:  6:30 p.m. thru 9:00 p.m. 
 

      The Prince’s Dispatch              

Major General John Bankhead Magruder Chapter 258 

Military Order of the Stars and Bars 

Fredericksburg, Virginia 

Volume 6                                    Number 1                                  March 2015 

 

Preserving our Southern Heritage and Honoring the Courageous Service of the Confederate 

Officers Corps and Civil Officials. 
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* * * * * *         

 

 

2012 Virginia Society Officers 

Commander – Joseph H. Wright, Jr. 

Lt Commander -- Vacant 

Adjutant -- Joseph Judson Smith, III 

Chapter 258 would like to extend hearty 

congratulations to our newly assigned Virginia 

Society Commander, Joseph H. Wright, Jr. 

 *************************  

 

2014 - 2015 Chapter 258 Officers 

Commander  Charles A. Embrey, Sr. 

Lt Commander  Col. (Ret) Jan V. Harvey 

2nd Lt. Commander  Joseph H. Wright, Jr. 

Adjutant  Christopher H. Ezelle 

Chief-of-Staff   L. Craig Rains 

Judge Advocate  Ronald C. Gordon 

Treasurer   Charles A. Embrey, Jr. 

 

Chaplain   Robert B. Hester 

 

Assistant Chaplain                 John M. Embrey, Jr. 

 

Sgt-At-Arms  Louis Buttgen, III 

 

News Letter Editor  Christopher H. Ezelle  

Appt. Webmaster/       H/M Daniel “Big French” 

Historian  Pierre Janzegers 

 

       

"If the Confederacy falls, there should be 

written on its tombstone: DIED OF A 

THEORY." - President Jefferson Davis, CSA 

       

** ** ** ** ** ** **  
 

2015 Time Capsule 

 

19 January 2015 - Chapter 258 members 

attended the Culpeper Chapter #163 UDC’s 

Lee-Jackson Day Commemoration and 

children’s award ceremony at the Brandy 

Station Volunteer Fire Hall, Brandy Station, 

VA.  There were a total of 14 award 

winners. (Photos above and below) Officers 

attending: Charlie Embrey, Sr. 

(Commander), Charles Embrey Jr. 

(Treasurer), Chris Ezelle (Adjutant), Robert 

Hester (Chaplain),  and Louis Buttgen III, 

Sergeant at Arms. 
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At the end of the commemoration and 

ceremony above, Mike Howard was sworn 

in as a new member of the Chapter.  

Commander Charlies Embrey (left), Craig 

Rains (next), Mike Howard (holding his 

certificate), and Adjutant Chris Ezelle 

(right). 

 

24 January 2015, 1:00 p.m. – Members of 

the Chapter attended the Fredericksburg 

Chapter UDC Lee-Jackson ceremony at the 

Ruritan Club on Rt 3.     

 

      

2015 General Convention 

  Information on the Convention is posted to 

the below link:   

http://www.militaryorderofthestarsandbars.o

rg/2015-convention/ 

Upcoming Chapter Events 

2015 

2 April 2015, 12:00 pm - 16th Annual Lt. 

General A.P. Hill Memorial Ceremony at 

12:00 noon on A.P. Hill Drive, Dinwiddie, 

VA at the site of the A.P. Hill marker 

(follow the path into the woods). This is the 

150th Anniversary of the death of A.P. Hill. 

Patrick Falci, actor and performing 

historian, will present a program in his 

memory.  This year the title of the program 

is "Lt. General A.P. Hill - He is at Rest." 

The event is free to everyone. Period dress is 

encouraged. For further information or 

directions, contact Johnny Anderson at 804-

894-3644 or click here to view and print a 

flyer for this event. 

 

27 April 2015, 6:00 pm.  The President, 

Fredericksburg Chapter #163 UDC cordially 

invites us to join them for their Annual 

Ancestor's Night; their meeting place will be 

at the Ruritan Building on Route 3.  Please 

mark your calendars.  

 

 
2 May 2015, Saturday, The Matthew 

Fontaine Maury Camp 1722, Sons of 

Confederate Veterans of Fredericksburg, 

Virginia will hold a Battle at Smith Run 

memorial dedication ceremony on Cowan 

Boulevard in Fredericksburg, Virginia. The 

dedication service begins promptly at 10:00 

a.m.  The city has agreed to assist in closing 

the lane on Cowan Boulevard next to the 

Memorial at Smith Run from 9:15 a.m. until 

the end of the dedication service.  The City 

of Fredericksburg is also allowing 40 

shooters for the dedication, a Taps service, 

and cannon.  Bring a flag and a friend for 

our boys in gray. 

 

23 May 2015, 9:00 am and at 7:00 pm 

Fredericksburg Chapter #163 UDC annual 

http://www.militaryorderofthestarsandbars.org/2015-convention/
http://www.militaryorderofthestarsandbars.org/2015-convention/
http://www.scvva.org/events/2015%20AP%20Hill%20Ceremony.pdf
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Luminary. The 7:00 pm time is the 

beginning of the Luminary.   

 

25 May 2015 – Spotsylvania Court House 

Confederate Cemetery Luminary.  More to 

come on the event. 

 

31 May 2015, Sunday, 2pm until 3pm - The 

Warrenton Virginia Sons of the Confederate 

Veterans and The Black Horse Chapter of 

the United Daughters of the Confederacy 

will be hosting the 2015 Memorial Day 

commemoration at the Warrenton Cemetery, 

the resting place of Colonel John Singleton 

Mosby of Mosby’s Raiders and John Quincy 

Marr, the first Confederate soldier to be 

killed in the civil war. This southern heritage 

commemoration will be held at the 

Warrenton Cemetery on Chestnut Street, 

Warrenton Virginia. 

 

 

Notice 
 

Jeanette Carlson, President, Black Horse 

UDC is a member of the board of directors 

for the Brandy Station Foundation and the 

Graffiti House.  They are planning a 

renovation of the museum and are seeking 

someone who is looking to retire their 

uniform and would be interested in having it 

live on for visitors to enjoy in the museum. 

They currently have a donated Union 

cavalry uniform, carbine and "wrist breaker" 

sword, and a saddle and tack. Please contact 

her if you are interested at 540-270-5877. 

** **  

 

 

Jefferson Davis, CSA 

Part of what The Honorable Jefferson Davis, 

President of the late Confederate States of 

America, at a banquet given in the City of 

Memphis, Tennessee on St Andrew's day 

1875 on being called on to reply to the 

sentiment Scotland and the Scottish People 

said, 

 “…I have more faith in tradition than in 

history. Tradition usually rests upon 

something which men did know; history is 

often the manufacture of the mere liar.” 

 

The Only Command of Record in 

the War to get its Whole Muster 

into Official Reports 

     One of the war's most striking victories 

was won by an Irishman in Confederate 

service, Captain Richard W. Dowling, 

nineteen, of the Davis Guards. With 43 men 

armed with rifles and six small cannon he 

defended Sabine Pass, Texas, in September, 

1863, driving off a Federal fleet which tried 

to land about 15,000 men.  

 

Dowling sank one gunboat, disabled and 

captured two others, and turned away the 

rest of the fleet. He took 400 prisoners - all 

without the loss of man.  

 

This was the only command of record in the 

war to get its whole muster into official 

reports. All the men got silver medals from 

Jefferson Davis, the only such given by the 

Confederacy. 
(Ref: http://civilwartalk.com/threads/oddities-of-the-war.956/) 
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A Compatriot’s Story 

CALEB and JOHN N. HUFFMAN 

and Cousins 

Of Craig County, Virginia 

Our Part of “Craig’s Share” in the War 

of the Rebellion 1861-1865 

By Compatriot John M Johnson 

jmjohnson813@verizon.net 

V3.2, 12 March 2015 

Acknowledgement 

     I would like to thank Linda Huffman 

Phillips of Montgomery County, VA for her 

help with this paper.  She and her brother 

Danny maintain the knowledge base of the 

Huffman family.  Linda has patiently 

answered any question, some more than 

once or until I “get it” and provided the 

photo of Caleb Huffman’s grave marker. 

Our Part 

     Keeping alive the memories of our 

soldiers is difficult.  We have no direct 

memory of the events or participants.  We 

must rely on records that are incomplete and 

that contain errors.  The war was so vast that 

it is difficult to acquire a minimal 

understanding of our families’ participation 

and the experiences of those old soldiers.  I 

have a reproduction of a booklet titled 

CRAIG’S SHARE, produced by the United 

Daughters of the Confederacy (UDC) for the 

unveiling of the Craig Confederate 

Monument on June 12, 1912.  In the 

forward, the author notes (fifty years after 

the war) “we have waited too long to tell the 

story as it should be told… our roster is far 

from complete … the most reliable sources 

tell us that 700 men marched from here, but 

many, very many, never came back… 

scarcely fifty of our veterans remain.”  It is 

now the sesquicentennial, and it is time to 

stitch together the story of our part of 

“Craig’s Share”. 

Uncles 

     Caleb and John N. Huffman were the 

younger brothers of Lewis Reese Huffman, 

my great-great grandfather.  All three were 

the sons of Thomas and Rachel Hines 

Huffman. 

     Born September 1
st
, 1837, Caleb 

Huffman was the first to enlist.  He enlisted 

as a private in Company A, 157
th

 Regiment, 

Virginia Militia in Roanoke county on 

March 13
th

, 1862.  A GUIDE TO 

VIRGINIA MILITARY ORGANIZATION 

1861-1865 by Lee A. Wallace Jr describes 

this as a short lived unit as it was dissolved 

April 24
th

 1862. 

     From the 22
nd

 VIRGINIA INFANTRY, 

THE VIRGINIA REGIMENTAL 

HISTORY SERIES by Terry D. Lowry, 

Caleb wasted little time enlisting again as a 

private on May 1
st
 1862. 

     Caleb Huffman: Pvt. Co. E.  Resident 

Craig County, VA.  Enlisted 5/1/62 at White 

Sulphur Springs, Greenbrier Co, WV.  

Present on 10/31/64 roll. 

     John N. Huffman was older; married, and 

had a family.  He was conscripted January 

31
st
, 1863 at New Castle in Craig County 

into the 30
th

 Battalion, Virginia 

Sharpshooters.  From the 30
th

 BATTALION 

VIRGINIA SHARPSHOOTERS, THE 

mailto:jmjohnson813@verizon.net
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VIRGINIA REGIMENTAL HISTORIES 

SERIES by Michael West (abbreviated 30
th

 

BN VA SS): 

     Huffman, John N: Pvt. Company F., 

enlisted 1/31/63 at New Castle, Craig 

County, VA. as a conscript.  Present until 

last clothing receipt of 12/25/64.  No further 

record.  Resident on the 1860 Craig county 

census as age 35, married to Margaret with 

two sons and a daughter; a day laborer with 

no net worth, living in the Francisco Mills 

post office district.  Born in Virginia. 

Cousins and In-Laws 

     A number of our cousins were in several 

Confederate regiments.  I have the 

Regimental Histories of the 30
th

 BN VA SS, 

36
th

 VA INF REGT, 28
th

 VA INF REGT 

and the 22
nd

 VA INF REGT to draw on.  In 

addition, I have the extensive research of 

Linda Huffman Phillips and her brother, 

Danny Huffman.  They have compiled their 

research in an 800 page report, Descendants 

of Jacob (1762-1848) and Mary Rhoda 

(1765-after 1850) Huffman.  This branch 

of the extended family settled in Craig 

County, VA after moving from North 

Carolina.  The origin of the family is from 

Germany.  All the below are descendants of 

Jacob and Mary Rhoda Huffman.  I am near 

100 per cent certain that all of the persons 

listed below were in various Regiments of 

the Army of Northern Virginia.  However I 

am less certain that Linda, Danny and I have 

found all the Huffman cousins in the Army 

of Northern Virginia.  The Regimental 

Histories are out of print and used ones 

sometimes are found on Amazon.com for 

$500 or so.  There could be other Huffmans 

or others descended from female 

descendants of Jacob Huffman that we have 

not identified. 

     Huffman, Jacob H.: Pvt. Company F., 

30
th

 VA SS, enlisted 1/31/63 as a conscript.  

Present until on furlough in Craig County 

after 8/31/63.  Captured by Federal troops in 

Craig county 12/17/63.  POW Atheneum 

Prison Camp (Wheeling WV) and Camp 

Chase, Columbus, OH 12/31/63.  Died of 

chronic diarrhea at Camp Chase 1/17/65.  

Buried 1/3 mile south of Camp Chase in 

grave #796.  Resident Craig County.  He 

was the son of William and Rachel 

Huffman.  He married Isabella Carper on 

April 7, 1853 when he was 21.  Isabella filed 

for a pension claim in 1888 as his widow 

and was awarded $30 annually. 

     There is a back story regarding Jacob 

Huffman in the 30
th

 BN VA SS.  The unit 

was in General Ransom’s Division.  Captain 

William Tate in the 51
st
 Virginia Infantry 

regiment said of General Ransom’s policy 

on furloughs “Ransom is not very popular in 

this command.  He will grant no furloughs 

to enlisted men unless the Company has no 

absent without leave and then only one in 25 

for duty, and only to officers for urgent 

cases.”  At least one battalion member 

received Ransom’s blessings for a furlough.  

Private Jacob Huffman was captured on 

December 17
th

 while visiting his wife in 

Craig County.  He was never released from 

prison, dying of chronic diarrhea at Camp 

Chase thirteen months later. 

     I believe in the operational environment 

for the 30
th

 BN VA SS described previously 

for 1863, Jacob Huffman served well, 

otherwise he would not have been granted 

furlough.  If captured earlier in the war, he 
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would likely have been exchanged but 

Lincoln stopped prisoner exchanges as most 

able Confederates rejoined their units.  This 

new policy condemned all POWs to a 

horrible existence and many to death in both 

northern and southern POW camps.  Jacob 

died just a few months before war’s end.  

My grandfather is named for him. 

     Huffman, Andrew J.  Pvt, Company C, 

28
th

 VA INF REGT.  I have a copy of his 

muster roll dated July 18, 1864.  Andrew 

enlisted May 10, 1861 at New Castle, Craig 

County VA.  The muster roll also notes that 

he was KIA at age 30 at Gettysburg, PA in 

1863.  I have provided what I believe are the 

circumstances of his death below.  Andrew 

was the brother of Jacob Huffman (above). 

     Huffman, Thomas H.: Pvt. First 

enlisted in Company C, 28
th

 VA INF 

REGT at New Castle on 5/10/1861 but was 

discharged10/29/1861 for disability at age 

34.  Later enlisted in Company F, 30
th

 BN 

VA SS on 1/31/63 at New Castle, Craig 

County, VA as a conscript.  Present until 

2/24/1864 when AWOL from Bull’s Run, 

TN.  No further record. 

     Huffman, Joseph Hiram.: Pvt, 

Company C, 28
th

 VA INF REGT.  Joseph’s 

letter to his parent, Andrew and Mary 

Huffman, New Chickahomy river, New 

Kent County, VA, may 12, 1862. 

Dear old father and mother, This 

eavening affords me the pleasure of 

addropting you this letter.  I am 

glad to tell you that I am still 

alright and well and hearty and I 

sincerely hope this letter may reach 

you safely and fine all well at 

home.  I have but little news to 

write.  Our boys are all well with 

the exception of Cliff Damewood, 

he has been rather unwell for 

several days past.  I think he is 

somewhat better today.  We are 

now within twenty-one miles of 

Richmond and I suppose we will 

make a stand somewhere near this 

place.  The enemy are reported 

within a few miles of us and a great 

struggle between the main armies 

is shortly expected.  I think from all 

appearance we will be sufficiently 

strong to repulse them.  A few days 

since Williamsburg where we 

engaged the enemy and had a 

severe battle in the field.  At night 

we moved in the direction of this 

place.  It was our design only to 

hold the enemies in check until our 

baggage train could be safely 

conducted out of danger.  Our next 

battle will be decisive.  The loss of 

both parties was very heavy but is 

not deffinetly known, but the 

Federal loss exceeds ours by three 

to one.  I want to write you as soon 

as this is received.  I have heard 

nothing from you for some time.  

Direct your letters now to 

Richmond, VA and if the Reg’t & 

Comp’y are plainly written, I will 

be sure to get it.  Give my love to 

all the family and also my friends.  

You must excuse brevity.  I have a 

b….  Your affectionate son Joseph 

Huffman. To Andrew and Mary 

Huffman.  This letter is written on 
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Yankee paper captured myself on 

the battle field at Williamsburg. 

     Elmore, Jacob (son of Hannah, grandson 

of Jacob Huffman).  Company K (Capt. 

Miller), 46
th

 VA INF REGT (Col. Duke), 

Wise’s Brigade.  According to his wife’s 

pension application “Jacob’s right knee was 

partially dislocated by a piece of shell on 

March 1, 1865 at Petersburg, VA, when the 

enemy was shelling our fortifications.”  This 

wound disabled him for the rest of his life.  

His wife noted “He died of the result of his 

wounds and complications of diseases.  John 

Mcline and Jacob Epling were comrades in 

arms who certified that they were with him 

in the fall of 1864 and that he was wounded 

in the line of duty, they not knowing the 

place (where) it happened. 

     Criner, George (son-in-law, married to 

Elizabeth Huffman on December 3, 1856.  

He died of wounds (death description) 6 

November 1863 on Droop Mountain, WV.  

About age 29. 

     Caldwell, Michael (son-in-law, married 

to Mary Louisa Huffman).  Died 1861 of 

wounds at White Sulphur Springs, VA. 

     Caldwell, Fleming Bowyer: Pvt. 

Company C, 22
nd

 VA INF REGT.  Born on 

20 October 1848 in Botetourt County, VA.  

Enlisted 10/7/1864 for ½ year.  Source: 22
nd

 

VA INF REGT History.  Not in Craig’s 

Share booklet.  Fourth generation 

descendant of Jacob Huffman. 

     Caldwell, Hamilton B., Born 1838.  

(Son-in-law, married Adaline Huffman on 

16 June 1861 at residence of Isaac Huffman, 

Craigs Creek, VA.)  Died on 6 Nov 1863 on 

Droop Mountain, WV.  Unknown Regiment.  

Death notes:  Killed in Civil war. 

     Huffman, James William “Balty”, He 

enlisted as a Pvt. in Company C, 22
nd

 VA 

INF REGT  for three years.  Sick in the 

hospital on Sept-Oct 1862 roll.  Under arrest 

on rolls for Jan-Feb and Mar-Apr 1863.  

Present on Nov-Dec 1863 roll.  Resident 

Craig County, VA 1896 at age 60.  He was 

Linda and Danny’s great great grandfather. 

     Huffman, James Allen, Pvt. Company 

K. 22
nd

 VA INF REGT.  Enlisted 

2/24/1862 at White Sulphur Springs, 

Greenbrier County, VA.  Sick on Mar-April 

1863 Roll.  Sick at Montgomery White 

Sulphur Springs, VA on Nov-Dec 1863 roll.  

Died 6/22/1864 of gunshot wound, age 21. 

     Elmore, Elias, Pvt, 22
nd

 VA INF 

REGT.  Listed in Craig’s Share by UDC. 

     Huffman, James Hector: Pvt, Company 

H, 22
nd

 VA INF REGT. Born 10/31/1830.  

Enlisted 4/28/1862 at White Sulphur 

Springs, Greenbrier County, VA for three 

years.  Sick in Craig County on Nov, dec 

1863 roll.  In hospital  June 1864.  Captured 

at Winchester 9/19/1864.  POW Pt. 

Lookout, MD 9/24/1864.  Exchanged 

2/10/1865.  In camp hospital in Chimborazo 

(Richmond) with chronic diarrhea 

2/16/1865.  Post war record says WIA right 

leg. 

     Hutchison, William Robert, (great 

grandson of Jacob Huffman) Pvt, Company 

H, 36
th

 VA INF REGT.  Born July 1846 in 

Giles County, VA.  (22
nd

 Regimental 

History shows his middle initial as H.).   

Enlisted August 22, 1862 in Giles County, 
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VA.  Detached on early roll.  Present Feb. 

1863 until detached again Dec. 1863.  

AWOL Oct. 1864 roll.  Served as a cooper.  

He was reportedly seven feet tall. 

Caldwell, Michael. Born 1837 in Botetourt 

County, VA.  (Son-in-law, married Mary 

Louisa Huffman on 6 Feb 1858 in Kanawha 

County, VA.)  Died of wound received in 

1861 at White Sulphur Springs, Greenbrier 

County, VA.  Unit and particulars of service 

are unknown. 

Significant Military Operations of 

the Various Regiments 

30
th

 Battalion VA Sharpshooters and 22
nd

 

VA Infantry Regiment 

     The 30
th

 BN VA SS has numerous 

examples of courts martial and other 

disciplinary matters during 1863, as there 

was very little combat, only hard service in 

marching and extremely harsh weather when 

they were in Tennessee. 

     Most of the battalion survived 1863.  As 

a unit, the 30
th

 BN VA SS had not been in 

armed conflict other than a couple of minor 

picket confrontations at any time during the 

last fifteen months.  There were only two 

recorded battle casualties and four prisoners 

lost during the year.  Nineteen men died in 

1863 in various hospitals or at home on 

leave of various diseases.  One hundred 

forty two were recorded as deserting, 

although many of these had their leave 

extended by a civilian doctor with no 

notification to the unit.  Many of these 

returned to service.  They had experience 

with bitter winter temperatures in western 

Virginia and eastern Tennessee.  Constant 

marching since early July left clothing in 

rags and many shoeless.  Half rations late in 

the year added to their misery.  The number 

present for duty on January 4
th

, 1864 was 

287. 

     1864 was a very different year with near 

continuous movement and hard fighting.  

Both John N. Huffman in the 30
th

 BN VA 

SS and his brother Caleb in the 22
nd

 VA INF 

were likely at New Market on May 15, 1864 

under the command of Major General 

Breckinridge.  Both units were in the initial 

fighting.  The 30
th

 acted as skirmishers and 

led the assault on the Federals.  The unit 

took casualties.  Major Otey, the 

commanding officer was badly wounded.  

The 30th became too scattered to continue to 

lead the assault and dropped in the mud to 

regroup as the VMI cadets assaulted through 

them to capture Captain Von Kleister’s 

battery.  General Sigel was beaten and 

retreated north to the area of Martinsburg. 

     Breckinridge then moved east out of the 

Valley toward Cold Harbor as Lee and 

Grant were moving south from Spotsylvania 

Court House and Yellow Tavern.  By May 

25
th

, the 30
th

 BN VA SS and the 22
nd

 VA 

INF were defending Hanover Court House 

and the fords over the Pamunkey.  

Movement and combat ensued and climaxed 

on June 3
rd

.  The map below shows the 

location of the 22
nd

 and 30
th

 on June 3
rd

.  A 

federal assault in the area of the 22
nd

 with 

hand to hand fighting resulted in the loss of 

250 KIA, WIA and POWs and three cannon.  

After a short breakthrough and Confederate 

counterattack, the federals were caught by 

converging fire from Patton’s and 

Wharton’s brigades.  The Confederates lost 
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about 1200 men.  The Federals lost 7200 

men in about 20 minutes.  The dead and 

wounded lay between the lines for days.  A 

truce was finally called on June 6
th

 to bury 

the dead where they lay.  Very few of the 

wounded survived.  Grant’s massive 

movement had been blunted at Cold Harbor.  

He moved south to Petersburg.  It’s 

interesting to me that Grant regretted the 

assault at Cold Harbor (in that it caused so 

many deaths) but did not mention the 

needless death of so many his wounded by 

his refusal of a truce so that the wounded 

between the lines could be cared for and the 

dead buried.  Grant was as heartless as 

Lincoln.  I doubted this number of dead 

could be true, but it is apparently the 

accepted estimate. 

 

Map can be enlarged. 

Cold Harbor, Confederate Right Flank 

(about 1/3 of Troop Disposition at Cold 

Harbor) 

From COLD HARBOR by Gordon Rhea 

     General Lee entrained Breckinridge’s 

Division, including the 22
nd

 and 30
th

, and 

moved them west to the Shenandoah Valley 

to help protect the depot at Lynchburg from 

Major General David Hunter, whose 

Federals were on the move southward on the 

Valley Pike, having beaten the Confederates 

at Piedmont on June 5
th

 and taken Staunton 

on June 6th.  Lynchburg was the prize but 

Hunter was moving much slower than the 

Confederates.  He was burning many of the 

farms and homes, killing farm animals and 

otherwise making was on the civilians in the 

Valley.  Lt General Jubal Early, with the 

forces he could gather, would stop Hunter 

on June 17
th

 -18
th

.  Hunter would then 

retreat into WV. 

     The next move was an audacious 

offensive by Lt General Early northward out 

of the Valley, into Maryland and to 

Monocacy (July 9
th

) and Fort Stevens (July 

11
th

-12
th

), only four miles from the federal 

capital.  The 22nd VA Infantry Regiments 

and the 30th BN VA Sharpshooters were in 

this offensive.  This was a major strategic 

surprise and led to a near panic among the 

union high command, including Lincoln 

who famously came to Fort Stevens to see 

for himself.  Having caused a disruption to 

the Federal war plan and drawn union forces 

away from Richmond, the Confederate force 

retreated back into Virginia through 

Snicker’s Gap near Front Royal.  The 

movement and fighting are described in the 

22
nd

 INF REGT and 30th BN Histories but 

covered in more detail in Jubal’s Raid: 

General Early’s Famous Attack on 

Washington in 1864. 
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     The next phase of the war that included 

our kin occurred in a sequence of battles in 

the lower Shenandoah Valley in and near 

Winchester.  The 22nd VA Infantry and the 

30th BN VA SS were present  at Berryville 

July 19th; Stephen’s Depot July 20th; 

Fisher’s Hill July 23rd; Winchester August 

10th, and 17th-19th; Opequon Creek, 

September 19th; Cedar Creek, October 19th; 

and Fisher’s Hill again on December 19th.  

Shenandoah Summer, The 1864 Valley 

Campaign and From Winchester to Cedar 

Creek, The Shenandoah Campaign of 

1864 describe these movements and fighting 

in detail. 

28
th

 VA Infantry Regiment 

     My source for this section is the 

regimental History of the 28
th

 VA INF 

REGT by Frank E. Fields Jr. 

     The 28
th

 VA INF REGT began to form 

April 27
th

, 1861, only ten days after Lincoln 

had called for volunteers to “suppress” the 

southern states.  This call for volunteers with 

a troop levy on each of the states that had 

not seceded was without a doubt, if you will 

read the history, THE event that tilted 

Virginia into secession and consequently 

was the catalyst for war.  On May 17
th 

 1861 

COL Jubal Early organized the 24
th

, 28
th

 and 

30
th

 VA INF REGTs from the companies 

that had assembled at Lynchburg.  Basic 

training commenced with some men using 

sticks and cornstalks to simulate rifles 

during drill.  Initial issue of weapons was 

flintlock.  This caused a mini uprising 

among the troops as these were antiquated 

weapons.  Ammunition was insufficient to 

go around.  Nevertheless, the regiments 

were ordered to Manassas on May 26
th

, 

1861.  At Orange Courthouse, the troops 

were warned that they may go into action at 

Manassas, “True, you will have no 

ammunition, but you will have bayonets and 

Bowie knives.  We will give them cold 

steel.”  Things did not improve much at 

Manassas.  The battle opened July 21
st
.   The 

28
th

 had no KIA, but had 7 WIA at 1
st
 

Manassas.  This was a little like putting your 

toe in the pool to see how cold the water was 

compared to what the future held.  The 28
th

 

participated in many of the significant 

battles in Virginia, from a muddled 

beginning at Manassas to the sorrowful end 

at Appomattox. 

 1
st
 Manassas 

 Williamsburg 

 Seven Pines 

 Gaines Mill 

 Frayser’s Farm 

 2
nd

 Manassas 

 Boonsboro 

 Sharpsburg (AKA Antietam) 

 Gettysburg 

 2
nd

 Cold Harbor (1964) 

 Howlett House 

 White Oak Road 

 Sayler’s Creek 

 Appomattox 

     In August 1862, the 28
th

 came under the 

brigade command of Brigadier General 

George Pickett.  The subsequent months 

were marked by hard marching (sometimes 

barefoot), sometimes harsh weather (hot and 

cold), meager food and clothing and 

tremendous courage and sacrifice. 

     Gettysburg in July of 1863 is legendary.  

The 28
th

 was in Pickett’s infamous charge 
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and suffered 90% casualties: 28 KIA, 86 

WIA and 105 POW. Only a small number 

escaped the carnage.  The 28
th

 went in to the 

left of the Cordoi house and got their colors 

into the breastworks at the stone wall where 

almost all of the survivors were taken 

prisoner.  This is likely where Pvt. Andrew 

J. Huffman was killed, as the 28
th

 was still at 

Chambersburg during the first day’s fight, 

and not engaged until July 3
rd

.  The 28
th

 time 

was spent in recruiting, resupplying and 

rebuilding the regiment during the 

remainder of 1863.  During the final months 

of 1863, many of the men who were 

captured were paroled and returned to duty. 

Post War 

     Caleb Huffman remained in Roanoke 

County, Virginia after the war.  He died on 

August 6, 1912 at age 92 and was buried in 

Spessard cemetery, State road 785 

(Blacksburg Road), Roanoke County, VA. 

 

     John N. Huffman moved to the Kanawha 

Valley in WV.  He was listed in the 1870 

census of Roanoke County and by 1880 he 

had moved to WV.  He was listed as a 

farmer and living in the Poca District, 

Sissonville Precinct of Kanawha County in 

1900.  I have no knowledge of when he died 

or where he was buried.  I believe he died 

before 1910. 

     Jacob Elmore is buried in the Kire 

Community Cemetery, Kire, VA. 

     Joseph Huffman died 9 January 1937 at 

age 82.  He is buried in Lee Cemetery, off 

Rt. 311, Abbott Area, Craig County, Va. 

     Thomas H. Huffman died 1 December 

1891 in Roanoke, VA. 

     James Hector Huffman died of a stroke 

on 12/19/1910.  He is buried at the Huffman 

Cemetery, intersection of Rts 42 and 622, 

Arch Hufman farm, Craig County, VA or 

Bell Cemetery, Rt 632, Upper John’s Creek 

on Bell farm. 

     Andrew J. Huffman was buried in 

Haymaker Cemetery, Botetourt County, VA. 

     James William “Balty” Huffman is 

buried at the Bell Cemetery, New Castle, 

Craig County, VA. 

     Fleming Butler Caldwell died of Bright’s 

disease on Thursday, May 8
th

, 1919 at the 

Jefferson Hospital, Roanoke, VA.  He is 

buried on Sinking Creek in the Huffman 

Cemetery, US 42 in Craig County, VA. 

About The Prison System 

Hesseltine’s books (see below) are the 

authoritative sources for information 

concerning the entire prison system, 

north and south.  He began study in the 

1920s while preparing a dissertation at 

Ohio State University.  He was first 

published in 1930.  Subsequently he had 

a distinguished career at the University of 
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Wisconsin.  These universities should not 

be considered as apologists for the “lost 

cause”.  He debunked the theory held by 

many in the north at that time that the 

southern prison system conspired to kill 

northern soldiers.  There were many 

overarching factors at play. 

 

 Difficulty in the south in maintaining and 

distributing food supplies and clothing. 

 

 The formation in the north of the US 

Colored Troops (USCT).  The South’s 

initial response to this was the 

proclamation that captured blacks would 

be returned to slavery and their white 

officers executed.  I have found no 

evidence in the literature that this actually 

occurred, but it was one of the reasons 

(excuses?) that Lincoln stopped prisoner 

exchanges thus contributing to the 

increase of numbers of POWs held by 

both sides. 

 

 Lincoln’s other reason for stopping the 

prisoner exchanges was that exchanged 

Confederates who were able returned to 

the fight.  The collateral effect of this 

policy was to condemn both southern and 

northern prisoners to an increased death 

rate due to the synergy of the reasons I 

have listed here.  I believe this was an 

understood and considered trade-off at 

the policy level. 

 

 The Overland Campaign in 1864, with 

heavy fighting, contributed a constant 

flow of an increased number of prisoners 

into the POW camps of both sides.  Some 

prisoners were wounded.  The 

Confederate prisoners were also likely to 

be diseased, generally unhealthy or have 

compromised immune systems due to 

reduced rations and poor nutrition. 

 

 General Sherman’s only objective in his 

“March to the Sea” in Georgia was to 

destroy Confederate means of production 

and distribution of food and war 

materials.  This included food and shelter 

for southern civilians in his path.  He did 

not have an objective of liberating 

northern prisoners at Andersonville.  He 

did not take any measures to provide 

food or comfort for freed slaves.  These 

are clear indications of the Union high 

command’s minimal concern for both 

union POWs and freed slaves.  It also 

contributed to the worsening of 

conditions at Andersonville.   In contrast 

to this, the Confederates had a plan to 

liberate Confederates at Pt. Lookout, 

Maryland but were not able to execute 

the plan. 

 

 The selection by both sides of less than 

capable officers to command the camps.  

Some camps were administered better 

than others. 

 

 Insufficient attention by either side at the 

policy or senior command levels at 

improving sanitary conditions or 

maintaining a sufficient as well as 

competent medical staff in the POW 

camps.  Systematic inspections of 

facilities and conditions were made in 

northern camps, but the results were not 

uniform. 
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 Constant exposure to weather conditions 

in some camps, often with poor or 

minimal shelter. 

 

 Little understanding of, or treatment for, 

the many diseases prevalent in the camps. 

 

 No or minimal protocols for treatment or 

containing the spread of disease. 

 

 Contaminated water and ineffective 

methods of sanitation. 

 

Camp Chase 

 

     Andersonville of the North by Gillispie 

on pages 165 through 174 describes 

conditions at Camp Chase with quotes from 

Union officers’ inspection reports.  These 

were self-serving but possibly not 

excessively so.  Stove heated barracks were 

provided in winter months and tents in the 

summer.  Food was available from prison 

authorities as well as packages from 

southern families and from sutlers if the 

POWs had money.  Prisoners were issued 

one blanket.  The POW population 

plateaued at approximately 5500 in 1864.  

Crowding became a serious problem in the 

first three months of 1865 as General Hood 

collapsed, increasing the number of 

prisoners significantly to 9400 by the end of 

January.  Most of the new arrivals were 

wounded, worn out or had pneumonia.  This 

overwhelmed available shelter and medical 

care.  The end of the war was in sight and 

the Federal authorities did not see the 

necessity of increasing housing.  

Consequently, January and February were 

the deadliest months at Camp Chase, 

resulting in 40% (792 dead in those two 

months) of the fatalities there.  Pneumonia 

was the leading cause of death.  Smallpox 

was the second leading cause of death 

although efforts were made to control 

smallpox by isolation and vaccination.  

Diarrhea and dysentery were the third 

leading cause of death. 

 

A Monument to the Dead, Camp 

        Chase, Columbus Ohio 

A gift of Mr. W.P. Harrison of Columbus, 

Ohio 

 

Camp Chase 1860s 
Ref: www.touring-ohio.com  

 

 

 

 

http://www.touring-ohio.com/
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General Lee and Traveler 

 

 “He was raised by Mr. Johnston, near the 

Blue Sulphur Springs, in Greenbrier County, 

Virginia (now West Virginia); was of the‘ 

Gray Eagle’ stock, and, as a colt, took the 

first premium under the name of ‘Jeff Davis’ 

at the Lewisburg fairs for each of the years 

1859 and 1860. He was four years old in the 

spring of 1861. When the Wise legion was 

encamped on Sewell Mountain, opposing 

the advance of the Federal Army under 

Rosecrans, in the fall of 1861, I was major 

to the Third regiment of infantry in that 

legion, and my brother, Captain Joseph M. 

Broun, was quartermaster to the same 

regiment.        

“I authorized my brother to purchase a good 

serviceable horse of the best Greenbrier 

stock for our use during the war.        

“After much inquiry and search he came 

across the horse above mentioned, and I 

purchased him for $175 (gold value), in the 

fall of 1861, from Captain James W. 

Johnston, son of the Mr. Johnston first 

above mentioned. When the Wise legion 

was encamped about Meadow Bluff and Big 

Sewell mountains, I rode this horse, which 

was then greatly admired in camp for his 

rapid, springy walk, his high spirit, bold 

carriage, and muscular strength.            

“When General Lee took command of the 

Wise legion and Floyd brigade that were 

encamped at and near Big Sewell 

Mountains, in the fall of 1861, he first saw 

this horse, and took a great fancy to it. He 

called it his colt, and said that he would use 

it before the war was over. Whenever the 

General saw my brother on this horse he had 

something pleasant to say to him about ‘my 

colt,’ as he designated this horse. As the 

winter approached, the climate in the West 

Virginia Mountains caused Rosecrans’ army 

to abandon its position on Big Sewell and 

retreat westward. General Lee was 

thereupon ordered to South Carolina. The 

Third regiment of the Wise legion was 

subsequently detached from the army in 

Western Virginia and ordered to the South 

Carolina coast, where it was known as the 

Sixtieth Virginia regiment, under Colonel 

Starke. Upon seeing my brother on this 

horse near Pocotalipo, in South Carolina, 

General Lee at once recognized the horse, 

and again inquired of him pleasantly about 

‘his colt.’   

 
This is where it happened! 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.scv4.org/images/CSA_Seal_large.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.scv4.org/flags_symbols.htm&h=412&w=412&sz=82&tbnid=F6NkmSVr3zOIYM:&tbnh=90&tbnw=90&zoom=1&usg=__ZlpFOGdL1-RcPR60TaTg01mPeHQ=&docid=G8NPfpvHtF96JM&sa=X&ei=LfCjUeKlB8K6igL9qICYAQ&ved=0CDsQ9QEwAg
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.scv4.org/images/CSA_Seal_large.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.scv4.org/flags_symbols.htm&h=412&w=412&sz=82&tbnid=F6NkmSVr3zOIYM:&tbnh=90&tbnw=90&zoom=1&usg=__ZlpFOGdL1-RcPR60TaTg01mPeHQ=&docid=G8NPfpvHtF96JM&sa=X&ei=LfCjUeKlB8K6igL9qICYAQ&ved=0CDsQ9QEwAg
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.scv4.org/images/CSA_Seal_large.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.scv4.org/flags_symbols.htm&h=412&w=412&sz=82&tbnid=F6NkmSVr3zOIYM:&tbnh=90&tbnw=90&zoom=1&usg=__ZlpFOGdL1-RcPR60TaTg01mPeHQ=&docid=G8NPfpvHtF96JM&sa=X&ei=LfCjUeKlB8K6igL9qICYAQ&ved=0CDsQ9QEwAg
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.scv4.org/images/CSA_Seal_large.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.scv4.org/flags_symbols.htm&h=412&w=412&sz=82&tbnid=F6NkmSVr3zOIYM:&tbnh=90&tbnw=90&zoom=1&usg=__ZlpFOGdL1-RcPR60TaTg01mPeHQ=&docid=G8NPfpvHtF96JM&sa=X&ei=LfCjUeKlB8K6igL9qICYAQ&ved=0CDsQ9QEwAg
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.scv4.org/images/CSA_Seal_large.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.scv4.org/flags_symbols.htm&h=412&w=412&sz=82&tbnid=F6NkmSVr3zOIYM:&tbnh=90&tbnw=90&zoom=1&usg=__ZlpFOGdL1-RcPR60TaTg01mPeHQ=&docid=G8NPfpvHtF96JM&sa=X&ei=LfCjUeKlB8K6igL9qICYAQ&ved=0CDsQ9QEwAg
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.scv4.org/images/CSA_Seal_large.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.scv4.org/flags_symbols.htm&h=412&w=412&sz=82&tbnid=F6NkmSVr3zOIYM:&tbnh=90&tbnw=90&zoom=1&usg=__ZlpFOGdL1-RcPR60TaTg01mPeHQ=&docid=G8NPfpvHtF96JM&sa=X&ei=LfCjUeKlB8K6igL9qICYAQ&ved=0CDsQ9QEwAg
http://horseandman.com/horse-stories/traveller-a-difficult-horse-but-robert-e-lee-loved-him-and-made-him-famous/attachment/19685314-3/


16 

 

 “My brother then offered him the horse as a 

gift, which the General promptly declined, 

and at the same time remarked: ‘If you will 

willingly sell me the horse, I will gladly use 

it for a week or so to learn its qualities.’ 

Thereupon my brother had the horse sent to 

General Lee’s stable. In about a week the 

horse was returned to my brother, with a 

note from General Lee stating that the 

animal suited him, but that he could no 

longer use so valuable a horse in such times, 

unless it was his own; that if he (my brother) 

would not sell, please to keep the horse, with 

many thanks. This was in February, 1862. 

At that time I was in Virginia, on the sick 

list from a long and severe attack of camp 

fever, contracted in the campaign on Big 

Sewell Mountains. My brother wrote me of 

General Lee’s desire to have the horse, and 

asked me what he should do. I replied at 

once: ‘If he will not accept it, then sell it to 

him at what it cost me.’ He then sold the 

horse to General Lee for $200 in currency, 

the sum of $25 having been added by 

General Lee to the price I paid for the horse 

in September, 1861, to make up the 

depreciation in our currency from 

September, 1861, to February, 1862.        

“In 1868 General Lee wrote to my brother, 

stating that this horse had survived the war–

was known as ‘Traveller’ (spelling the word 

with a double l in good English style), and 

asking for its pedigree, which was obtained, 

as above mentioned, and sent by my brother 

to General Lee.” 

 
Reference:  http://horseandman.com/horse-stories/traveller-a-difficult-

horse-but-robert-e-lee-loved-him-and-made-him-famous/07/06/2013/   

        

General Johnathan 
“Stonewall” Jackson 

 

 
 

    While the legend has it that Gen. 

Stonewall Jackson had a predilection for 

lemons and was seen "sucking" on them 

while in the campaign, he actually liked all 

fresh fruits, especially peaches. But tradition 

has it that one leaves lemons at the grave 

site. The original burial place is not but a 

few yards away, surrounded by a wrought-

iron fence.  

 

Did you know that Stonewall suffered from 

GERD (reflux disease)? He would often eat 

standing up to help with his digestion. 

 

Did you know that Stonewall suffered from 

Yellow Fever at the age of 12? He also 

suffered hearing loss from Eustachian tube 

dysfunction and had surgery to correct his 

problem. 

 

Did you know he was injured twice in the 

CW? His left 3rd finger was injured by a 

minee ball in the 1st Battle of Manassas and 

of course he received 3 balls from friendly 

fire from the NC 18th Inf. Reg. that 

eventually lead to his death a week later 

from pneumonia in the battle of 
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Chancellorsville. 

 

Did you know he established religious 

education classes as a deacon at his local 

Presb. church for black children? He was a 

very religious man and would not allow his 

troops to sell off victory loot for booze. 

 
(Ref:   JPSaleebyMD, Murrells Inlet, South Carolina, 

http://www.tripadvisor.com/ShowUserReviews-g57896-

d207460-r123777555-Stonewall_Jackson_Grave-

Lexington_Virginia.html) 

 * ** ** ** ** *   

The following prayer is taken from The 

Confederate Soldiers Pocket Manual of 

Devotions compiled by Reverend C.T. 

Quintard, Chaplain, 1
st
 Tennessee 

Regiment, Charleston: Printed by Evans 

and Cogswell, Number 3, Broadstreet, 

1863.  

TE DEUM LAUDAMUS.  
“God, We Praise You.” 

        We praise Thee, O God; we 

acknowledge Thee to be the Lord. 

        All the earth doth worship Thee, the 

Father everlasting. 

        To Thee all Angels cry aloud; the 

heavens and all the powers therein. 

        To Thee Cherubim and Seraphim 

continually do cry; 

        Holy, holy, holy, Lord God 

of Sabbaoth; heaven and earth are full of the 

majesty of Thy glory. 

        The glorious company of the Apostles 

praise Thee. 

        The goodly fellowship of the Prophets 

praise Thee. 

        The noble army of Martyrs praise Thee. 

        The holy Church throughout all the 

world doth acknowledge Thee; 

        The Father of an infinite Majesty; 

        Thine adorable, true, and only Son; 

        Also, the Holy Ghost, the Comforter. 

        Thou art the King of glory, O Christ. 

        Thou art the everlasting Son of the 

Father. 

        When Thou tookest upon Thee to 

deliver man, Thou didst humble Thyself to 

be born of a virgin. 

        When Thou hadst overcome the 

sharpness of death, Thou didst open the 

kingdom of heaven to all believers. 

        Thou sittest at the right hand of God, in 

the glory of the Father. 

        We believe that Thou shalt come to be 

our Judge. 

        We therefore pray Thee to help Thy 

servants, whom Thou hast redeemed with 

Thy precious blood. 

        Make them to be numbered with Thy 

saints, in glory everlasting. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:CSAMajor.png
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:CSAMajor.png
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:CSAMajor.png
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:CSAMajor.png
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:CSAMajor.png
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        O Lord, save Thy people, and bless 

Thine heritage. 

        Govern them, and lift them up for ever. 

        Day by day we magnify Thee; 

        And we worship Thy name ever, world 

without end. 

        Vouchsafe, O Lord, to keep us this day 

without sin. 

        O Lord, have mercy upon us, have 

mercy upon us. 

        O Lord, let thy mercy be upon us, as 

our trust is in Thee. 

        O Lord, in Thee have I trusted; let me 

never be confounded. 

* * * * *  

Battles of Fredericksburg, 

Chancellorsville, The 

Wilderness, and 

Spotsylvania Court House 

Sesquicentennial Medals 

     All medals are available through the 

Chapter/Editor; please contact the editor for 

more information.  Cost is only $15.00 per 

medal.  We will mail it for $20.00. 

       
If you have something you would like to 

share, please forward to Chris Ezelle at 

christofer2@verizon.net 

 

Ref: World Atlas Travel: worldatlas.com 

Interested in joining the MOS&B?  Contact 

the editor.  Membership in the Military 

Order of the Stars & Bars is limited to male 

descendants, either lineal or collateral, of the 

officers who served honorably in the Army, 

Navy and other commands of the 

Confederate States of America and male 

descendants of the elected and appointed 

civilian officials of the Confederate States; 

the national Confederate Government; and 

the Five Civilized Tribes which allied with 

the Confederacy. All members must be at 

least twelve years old.  Ancestral 

documentation must accompany all 

applications for membership. 
http://www.militaryorderofthestarsandba

rs.org/join-us/  
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2. The Virginia Regimental History Series:  

22nd Virginia Infantry, by J.L.Scott 

3. The Virginia Regimental History Series:  

30
th

 Battalion Virginia Sharpshooters by 

Michael West 

4. Fold3.com is an online searchable database 

comprised of all EXISTING Union and 

Confederate Service Records.  Enlistment 

place, date, rank, unit and the enlistment 

officer; clothing, pay and muster records; 

hospital admittance, discharge and reason 

for stay; POW information such as place 

captured, prison camp and exchange 

date/place; end-of-war parole papers with 

personal information and the “oath” to the 

United States are available.  I have 

downloaded and printed the muster and 

clothing issue records relating to the 

aforementioned kin.  Many records for units 

and individuals were destroyed for various 

reasons.  Some of the 30
th

 BN VA SS 

records were burned after capture by 

General Custer’s Calvary.  Individuals 

within the same unit will not have equally 

definitive records.  Surviving records for the 

Confederate armies for 1865 are minimal to 

non-existent. 

5. The Battle of Piedmont and Hunter’s 

Raid on Staunton, the 1864 Shenandoah 

Campaign by Scott C. Patchan, The Civil 

War Sesquicentennial Series by The History 

Press, 2011 

6. Jubal’s Raid: General Early’s Famous 

Attack on Washington in 1864 by Frank E. 

VanDiver, 1960, 1988 

7. Shenandoah Summer, The 1864 Valley 

Campaign by Scott C. Patchan c 2007 

8. From Winchester to Cedar Creek, The 

Shenandoah Campaign of 1864 by Jeffery 

D. Wirt, 2010 

9. Shock Troops of the Confederacy, the 

Sharpshooter Battalions of the Army of 

Northern Virginia by Fred L Ray, 2006.  I 

have been reading military history for 60 

years and this book informed me again of 

how little I know.  It is a detailed look at the 

sharpshooter battalions which were in 

widespread use by 1864; their evolution, 

high quality of manpower, tactics, 

operational and strategic impact. 

10. Civil War Prisons edited by William Best 

Hesseltine, The Kent State University Press.  

Hesseltine was a serious scholar who studied 

and wrote about the POW camps of both the 

north and south.  His books are 

comprehensive and authoritative.  He was 

the author of fourteen books and the editor 

of six. 

11. Civil War Prisons, A Study in War 

Psychology by William Best Hesseltine.  

The Ohio State University Press.  This may 

be the only examination of the entire prison 

system, north and south. 

12. Andersonvilles of the North, The Myths 

and Realities of Northern Treatment of 

Civil War Confederate Prisoners by 

James M. Gillispie. 

13. Portals to Hell, Military Prisons of the 

Civil War by Lonnie R. Speer. 

14. Six Months of Prison Life at Camp 

Chase, Ohio by W.H. Duff.  Published in 

1907.  Duff was a private in Company I, 25
th

 

Louisiana Infantry Regiment.  He was only 

one of two survivors in his company.  Both 

were imprisoned at Camp Chase.  He was 

captured after the battle of  Mumfordsville 

in Kentucky on September 17
th

 1862.  The 

book has a list of Confederate soldiers, by 

state, with date of death and grave #, buried 

at Camp Chase.  It shows Jacob Hoffman 

(spelling error), Company F, 30
th

 (VA) 

Infantry, died January 17
th

, 1865, buried in 

grave #1662. 

15. War Crimes Against Southern Civilians 

by Walter Brian Cisco.  A book length 

survey of Lincoln’s “hard war” against the 

people of the Confederacy which destroyed 

twenty billion dollars of private and public 

property and the death of some two million 

people, both black and white, but mostly 

civilian.  This included shelling and burning 

of cities, mass arrests, forced expulsion of 

residents, wholesale plundering, destruction 

of foodstuffs, farm animals and crops, and 

outright murder.  For an otherwise 

interesting book, the author’s claim of two 

million dead doesn’t seem to be accepted.  
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The modern term of “collateral damage” is 

as opaque when applied to old conflicts as it 

is today.  Given that this is at best a gross 

estimate, this should be considered an upper 

bound, with 30 to 40% inflation (my guess).  

The counting methodology and sufficiency 

of reasonably accurate data are central to 

any estimate.  Some categories resist 

calculation because data is non-existent, like 

death rates of children of freed slaves during 

Sherman’s March in Georgia and the 

Carolinas. 
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